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STAFF  OF  THE  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT 


Medical  Officer  of  Health: 

Ellis  Taylor,  m.b.,  ch.b.,  d.p.h. 

Chief  Public  Health  Inspector: 

W.  J.  WOLSTENHOLME,  R.S.I.  & S.I.E.  JT.  BOARD, 

R.S.I.  FOOD  INSPECTION. 


Public  Health  Inspectors: 

P.  Birch,  r.s.i.  & s.i.e.  jt.  board,  r.s.h.  food  inspection. 

(Resigned  4/9/64). 

C.  L.  Garside,  cert.p.h.i.e.b.,  r.s.h.  food  inspection. 

(Resigned  31/3/64). 
(Re-appointed  2/11/64). 


Pupil  Public  Health  Inspector: 
J.  Tunstall. 

Clerks : 

Mrs.  M.  M.  Taylor. 
Miss  C.  L.  Baxendale. 


STATISTICS  OF  THE  AREA 


Area  1,504  statute  acres 

Population  26,850  Estimated  mid-1964 

27,474  Census  1961 


Number  of  Inhabited  houses.  Census  1931  7,104 

Number  of  Inhabited  houses.  Census  1961  9,119 

Number  of  Inhabited  houses.  Estimated  1964  9,337 


Rateable  Value  (1st  April,  1964)  £731,102 

Sum  represented  by  Id.  rate  £2,900 
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TO  THE  COUNCIL  OF  THE  BOROUGH  OF  FARNWORTH 


Mr.  Mayor,  Madam  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleatsure  in  presenting  for  your  information  the  Annual 
Report  on  the  health  of  the  Borough  for  the  year  1964.  The  year 
has  been  a difficult  one  from  a staffing  point  of  view  and  at  one 
time  the  Department  was  in  the  sole  charge  of  the  Chief  Public 
Health  Inspector  assisted  by  his  pupil.  However,  it  is  hoped  that 
these  troubles  are  now  behind  us. 

I think  the  highlight  of  the  year  was  the  all  out  effort  to  deal 
with  much  slum  property  by  way  of  a compulsory  purchase  order 
and  I would  draw  attention  to  the  detailed  comment  in  the  body 
of  the  report. 

With  the  demolition  of  the  old  public  conveniences  at  the 
Moses  Gate  end  of  the  Borough,  a new  look  is  already  shaping 
and  an  imaginative  scheme  of  redevelopment  in  the  Glynne  Street/ 
Gower  Street  Area  could  rapidly  improve  the  image  of  the  old 
town  to  the  ultimate  benefit  of  all. 

I acknowledge  the  help  and  encouragement  given  by  the 
Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee  and  the  loyal 
co-operation  of  the  staff  of  the  Health  Department. 


ELLIS  TAYLOR, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


VITAL  STATISTICS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1964 


Births : 

Males 

: Females  T otal 

Legitimate  

228 

231 

459 

Illegitimate  

15 

7 

22 

Total  

243 

238 

481 

Still  Births: 

Males 

? Females  T otal 

Legitimate  

5 

1 

6 

Illegitimate  

1 

1 

2 

Total  

6 

2 

8 

England 

Farnworth 

(S'  Wales 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population 

19.7 

18.4 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  total  births 

16.4 

16.3 

Deaths  of  Infants  Under  1 Year: 

Males  Females  T otal 

Legitimate  

5 

4 

9 

Illegitimate  

— 

— 

— 

Total  

5 

4 

9 

England 

Farnworth 

& Wales 

Infant  Mortality  Rate: 

(all  infants  under  1 year  of  age  per 

per  1,000  live  births)  

18.7 

20.0 

Perinatal  Mortality  Rate: 

(per  1,000  total  births)  

26.6 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate: 

(per  1,000  total  births)  

Nil 

0.25 

Death  Rate: 

(per  1,000  population)  

13.5 

11.3 
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The  vital  statistics  for  the  year  were  most  encouraging.  As 
in  previous  years  there  was  a natural  increase  in  births  over  deaths 
— 81,  but  the  migration  from  the  Borough  over  compensated  this 
gain  and  produced  an  overall  decrease  in  the  estimated  population 
of  380  to  a figure  of  26,850.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  the  growing 
activity  in  house  building  will  shortly  turn  this  tide. 

In  contrast  with  the  comments  I made  last  year  concerning 
the  Infant  Mortality  Rate,  there  was  a dramatic  fall  during  1964, 
when  only  9 deaths  were  recorded.  The  rate  per  1,000  live 
births  at  18.7  compares  very  favourably  with  the  national  figure 
of  20.  Coupled  with  a satisfactorily  low  Still  Birth  Rate,  the 
Perinatal  Mortality  Rate  at  26.6  will  probably  prove  difficult  to 
better. 

The  causes  of  death  of  the  nine  children  under  one  year  of 
age  are  shown  in  the  following  table. 


Causes  of 
death 

Age  at 

Death 

Under 

1 day 

1 day 
and  less 
than 

7 days 

1 week 
and  less 
than 

4 weeks 

4 weeks 
and  less 
than  6 
months 

6 months 

1 and  less 

1 than  12 

! months 

1 

Totals 

Respiratory  causes 

1 

1 

- 

2 

- 

4 

Prematurity 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

3 

Hydrocephalus... 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

Accidental 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

Totals 

4 

1 

- 

4 

1 _ 

9 

The  number  of  illegitimate  pregnancies  is  just  over  5%  of  the 
total  and  is  comparable  with  the  national  trend. 


Perusal  of  the  causes  of  death  in  Table  1 will  show  that  almost 
exactly  one  half  of  all  deaths  were  assignable  to  diseases  of  the 
heart  and  blood  vessels.  Twenty  men  and  two  women  died  from 
cancer  of  the  lung  and  ten  of  the  men  were  aged  below  65  years. 
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The  main  causes  of  deaths  for  the  last  ten  years  are  shown  in 
the  following  table : — 


Cause  of  Death 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

1959 

1960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

1964 

Bronchitis  .... 

31 

18 

25 

34 

26 

19 

35 

39 

28 

28 

Pneumonia  .... 

13 

13 

10 

22 

33 

12 

19 

34 

27 

15 

Heart  Disease 

80 

91 

121 

134 

98 

109 

127 

127 

106 

116 

(41) 

(48) 

(64) 

(55) 

(53) 

(59) 

(76) 

(85) 

(59) 

(73) 

Vascular  Lesions 

of  Nervous 
System 

48 

52 

46 

57 

61 

65 

72 

82 

58 

56 

Cancer  

48 

51 

56 

66 

63 

57 

80 

52 

58 

72 

(12) 

(9) 

(15) 

(11) 

(18) 

(14) 

(17) 

(9) 

(10) 

(22) 

The  figures  in  brackets  denote  the  deaths  due  to  coronary 
disease  and  those  due  to  lung  cancer. 

The  causes  of  death  in  all  ages  in  1964  are  shown  in  Table  1. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

A few  cases  of  measles  from  the  last  epidemic  continued  to 
occur  into  this  year  but  otherwise  the  incidence  of  notified  infectious 
disease  was  negligible. 

Details  of  cases  of  infectious  disease  notified  during  the  year 
are  shown  in  Table  2. 


VOLUNTARY  ORGANISATIONS  AND  HEALTH 

The  town  continued  to  be  well  served  by  many  vital  voluntary 
bodies  concerned  with  improving  and  maintaining  the  health  and 
happiness  of  the  community.  They  have  all  extended  and  con- 
solidated their  services  and  deserve  the  gratitude  and  appreciation 
of  the  Corporation  on  behalf  of  the  townsfolk. 


TABLE  1. 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  ALL  AGES  IN  1964 


8 


75 

and 

over 

- 1 

1 ^ 1 ^ ^ ^ fO  ^ 

1 ro  ^ 

in  vn  1 

1 1 04  O 00  o ^ 

>o 

VO 

-H  1 

1 ^ ^ 1 ^ ^ 1 

1 OJ  1 

»0  04  1 

1 1 r-l  O 00  00 

vA 

IT) 

- 1 

1 1 1 1 OJ  1 lO  ^ 

1 1 1 

VO  ro  1 

1 1 1 Tj-  04  04  Tj- 

lllllllcnii^l  II  ^iiiii^i 


I I I I I I I I I I I I I -H  I I I I I I I I -• 


I I I I I I I 


I II  I I I I I I I I 


I I 


I I I I I I I 


I I I I 


I I I 


I I I I I 


^ j-i 

(U  C 'O 
^ rt  C 


<u 


V) 


^ Tj-  0) 

C (U 

p ^ 


I I I I I 


I I I I I 


c3  ^ 

p< 


04  OJ  O <M  I 'O  rn 


i/i 

M 

<D 

3 

W 

a 

o 

3 

E 

4; 

o 

o ; 

(/) 

Q 

(J 

» 

3 

Jo 

in 

o 

efl 

Xi 

t/i 

'55 

rt 

e 

o 

oc 

c 

3 

C/3 

ct 

3 

4; 

a 

E : 

Jo  ' 

3 

O 

> 

3 

3 

o 

rt 

P 

D 

p 

3 

4) 

'oc 

rf 

P 

. 

E 

3 

u 

'd 

^3 

e 

t/5 

e 

cn 

B 

tn 

e 

'Si 

'O 

3 

3 

<u 

3 

'd 

< 

cn 

(U 

V) 

rt 

0) 

G 

JS 

3 

X 

4)* 

cS 

(U 

du 

o 

"a 

o 

"a 

o 

O 

^ 3 

3 

o 

tn 

3 

4) 

. 

trt 

> 

(U 

4) 

4) 

4) 

3 B 

< 

03 

w 

tn 

o 

Q 

o 

d 

"c 

c 

rt 

c 

:z; 

3 

cJ 

3 

Iz; 

3 

3 

3 

:z5 

3 

3 

3 

X J 

"3  'a 
S 8 

3* 

E 

4) 

CO 

4) 

£ 

p 

Ul 

_3 

P 

Jo 

u 

3 

u 

<u 

Ic 

u 

4) 

_0C 

• Bf 

•BP 

3 

X 

<U 

X 

d 

u 

3 

O 

-Q 

3 

H 

a 

in 

x; 

O 

■rf 

"rt 

"rt 

*3 

o 

3 

4} 

P 

3 

5 

sn 

3 

> 

u 

O 

u 

9 


a 

•S 

e 

CO 

(Ji 


CO 

U 

O 

< 

< 


X 

H 

< 

Q 

b 

O 

CO 

m 

CO 

;□ 

< 

u 


Age  in  Years 

75 

and 

over 

C^T-HU-)mrriOJrOTt-vO»0|  1 1 1 1 1 

fO  00 

U-) 

ui 

VO 

CM|VOr-irOC^.-im>nrr.-H,-(rH,-l|  |IOVO|  1 1 1 |.-t 

0\  IM 

VO  «n 

>0 

>n 

rH|,-(vOTj-lC^|Or-i|  | | | | IrfvOI  1 Iro-il 

OO  VO 
'i-  <M 

to 

1 1 1 ^ 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 ^ 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

<M  O 

»o 

CO 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 i 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 '-H  ro  1 1 1 1 1 1 

VO 

»o 

<N 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 

CNt  .-1 

»A 

1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 i 1 <-4  1 1 1 1 1 

-H  1 

•O 

Illlll-Hllllllll-Ir-Illlllll 

CM 

- 

lllllllllllllll^l^^ll^ll 

—I  *0 

4 weeks 
and 
under 

1 year 

lllllll--l|r-l||||^|||||rH||| 

CM  CM 

Under 

4 

weeks 

1 1 1 1 I 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 1 ro  (M  1 1 1 1 1 1 

m CM 

Total 

All 

Ages 

,-H^  rHC^ 

199 

201 

Sex 

6 

C/) 

ct5 

CD 

to 

0) 

c/5 

M 

V 

'J) 

g 

Q 

v> 

3 

c 

HJ 

<u 

cS 

U 

o 

TJ 

O 

c/2 

a 

vC 

• • 1 

rt 

'a 

1/5 

Q 

c 

_c 

OJ 

1 ■ ' 1 

i < 

M 

C? 

CO 

73 

C3 

c 

O 

< 

S 

js 

o 

.5 

5 

c/2 

02 

CO 

cc3 

02 

c/2 

S 

o 

02 

C 

vn 

02 

02 

73 

'02 

'0 

0 

u 

u 

(D 

o 

B 

73 

c 

02 

"c 

u 

02 

02 

bc 

Q 

u 

02 

> 

0 

02 

0 

02 

B 

c 

o 

C 

o 

0 

5 

Cl. 

cS 

O 

P 

U 

O 

< 

10 


TABLE  2. 


CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  NOTIFIED  DURING  THE 

YEAR  1964 


Notifiable 

Diseases 


Scarlet  Fever  

Whooping  cough  

Acute  poliomyelitis 

Measles  (excluding 
rubella)  


Diphtheria. 
Dysentery  . 


Meningococcal 
infection 


Ophthalmia 

neonatorum 


Acute  pneumonia 
(primary  and 
influenzal)  


Smallpox  

Acute  encephalitis 

Enteric  or  typhoid 
fever  


Paratyphoid  fever 

Erysipelas  

Food  poisoning; 


Tuberculosis 

(Respiratory). 


Meninges  and 
C.N.S 


Other  

Puerperal  pyrexia.. 


Total 
cases 
at  all 
ages 


Nil 

18 

Nil 

91 

Nil 

8 

Nil 

Nil 


3 

Nil  I 
Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

1 


Nil 

1 

Nil 


Age  Periods — Years 


0- 

1- 

2- 

3- 

1 

r- 

5- 

10- 

15- 

25 

& 

over 

3 

6 

2 

1 

3 

3 

i 

- 

- 

5 

7 

18 

19 

16 

26 

- 

- 

- 

3 

1 

1 

! 

- 

2 

1 

15- 


45- 


65 

& 

over 
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HOUSING 

The  building  of  new  houses,  by  the  Council  and  by  private 
developers,  the  clearance  of  worn-out  houses,  and  the  repair  and 
improvement  of  the  town's  older  houses,  all  play  a part  in  the 
effort  to  ensure  that  every  family  in  the  Borough  has  decent  living 
accommodation  suitable  for  its  needs.  The  Health  Department  of 
the  Local  Authority  is  concerned  with  all  these  aspects  of  housing 
the  town’s  population,  but  most  of  all  with  the  repair,  improve- 
ment or  clearance  of  houses  which  because  of  their  ctge,  defective 
construction,  lack  of  proper  maintenance,  or  absence  of  amenities, 
are  below  present-day  standards  of  fitness.  It  is  natural,  therefore, 
that  in  a town  with  a third  of  its  houses  built  between  70  and  100 
years  ago  without  baths,  hot  water  systems  and  indoor  sanitation, 
housing  should  form  a major  part  of  the  Health  Department's  work. 


Housing  progress  in  the  town  during  1964  can 
as  follows: 

be  summarised 

New  houses  built 

62 

Houses  demolished  | 

under  the 

28 

Houses  closed 

' Housing  and 

2 

Houses  improved 

^ Public  Health 

51 

Houses  repaired  J 

^ Acts 

138 

A considerable  advance  was  made  during  the  year  when  the 
Council  accepted  Health  Committee  recommendations  that  146  unfit 
houses  in  the  Glynne  Street/Gower  Street  area  should  be 
demolished.  Together  with  72  houses  in  the  same  area  which  had 
previously  been  accepted  for  clearance,  this  completed  the  first 
important  step  towards  getting  rid  of  the  biggest  concentration  of 
bad  housing  in  the  Borough.  The  Council’s  plan  to  purchase 
compulsorily  and  demolish  most  of  these  unfit  houses,  along  with 
a number  of  adjoining  properties,  and  to  treat  the  area  thus  acquired 
as  a comprehensive  re-development  area  on  a substantial  scale  met 
with  some  objection  from  owners  of  property  concerned,  and  was 
the  subject  of  a Public  Inquiry  ordered  by  the  Ministry  of  Housing 
and  Local  Government  which  took  place  in  September.  It  is  hoped 
that  a start  can  soon  be  made  on  planning  for  the  future  of  this 
area.  At  this  point  it  is  worth  remarking  that  some  of  the  delay 
occurring  between  initial  inspection  of  houses  for  clearance  and  the 
actual  demolition  of  the  houses  concerned  is  due  to  the  period  of 
waiting  for  Government  confirmation  of  the  necessary  Orders;  this 
waiting  causes  uncertainty  in  the  minds  of  the  occupiers  of  property 
in  the  Area  and  should  be  kept  to  a minimum.  Unfortunately 
there  appears  to  be  little  that  the  local  authority  can  do  to  speed 
up  a decision. 
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Progress  in  the  clearance  of  unfit  houses  in  1964  was  not 
confined  to  the  Glynne  Street/Gower  Street  area  ; in  February  the 
last  of  the  136  houses  in  the  Crompton  Street  Area  were  cleared, 
and  12  houses  in  the  Thomas  Street  Clearance  Area  were 
demolished. 

The  rate  of  clearing  unfit  houses  over  the  past  few  years  has 
not  been  as  good  as  was  hoped.  In  a report  given  to  the  Council 
in  March  1961  it  was  estimated  that  524  houses  out  of  the  602 
in  the  Clearance  Programme  could  be  cleared  or  officially  repre- 
sented for  clearance  by  March,  1964.  In  fact,  only  451  had  been 
dealt  with  by  that  date.  However,  in  the  two  years  1963  and  1964, 
237  houses  were  inspected  and  officially  represented  to  the  Council 
as  unfit  and  in  need  of  clearance,  and  in  the  same  period  130  unfit 
houses  were  actually  demolished.  This  may  not  be  urban  renewal 
on  a massive  scale,  but  nevertheless  it  is  better  progress  than  has 
been  made  hitherto  and  if  it  can  be  kept  up  in  the  coming  years 
and  accompanied  by  planned  redevelopment  of  the  cleared  sites, 
the  old  parts  of  the  town  will  begin  to  take  on  a better,  brighter 
and  healthier  appearance. 

The  Council  are  following  a policy  of  acquiring  by  negotiation 
wherever  possible,  and  in  advance  of  the  completion  of  lengthy 
statutory  procedures,  unfit  houses  in  clearance  areas.  By  this 
means,  a number  of  the  houses  in  the  Glynne  Street/Gower  Street 
Area  have  been  taken  over,  including  14  very  poor  houses  in  Rose 
Street  which  were  demolished  during  the  year  under  review. 


Council-house  building  continued  during  the  year.  Fifty-three 
dwellings  were  completed  at  Harper  Green  on  a site  previously 
occupied  by  wartime  prefabricated  houses.  These  53  dwellings  are 
made  up  of  11  houses  and  42  bungalows  for  old  people,  the  latter 
helping  to  reduce  the  growing  numbers  of  elderly  people  seeking 
this  type  of  Council  accommodation.  Work  was  also  started  on  a 
block  of  26  flatlets  on  the  same  site.  These  are  intended  for  people 
who  because  of  old  age  or  infirmity  need  assistance  on  call  and 
close  at  hand,  and  the  scheme  will  therefore  include  provision  for 
a resident  warden.  Progress  was  made,  too,  in  the  Plodder  Lane 
area,  where  the  first  completions  in  a contract  for  137  houses  and 
flats  were  made.  Plans  for  rebuilding  on  the  Crompton  Street  site 
were  finalised  and,  at  the  time  of  writing,  work  has  begun  there 
on  the  erection  of  73  Council  houses  and  flats. 


The  year  was  notable  for  signs  of  growing  interest  in  private 
housing  development.  Work  started  on  an  estate  of  31  dwellings 
in  the  Plodder  Lane  area  and  plans  were  being  put  forward  for 
similar  developments  in  various  parts  of  the  town  covering  more 
than  100  houses. 
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The  improvement  of  existing  dwellings  plays  an  important  part 
in  raising  the  general  standard  of  housing  in  the  Borough.  As  in 
previous  years  this  aspect  has  perhaps  not  received  the  attention 
it  deserves.  During  the  year  Improvement  Grants  were  made  in 
respect  of  51  houses,  mainly  to  owner/occupiers,  in  most  cases 
towards  the  cost  of  providing  bathrooms,  hot  water  and  indoor 
lavatories.  Many  more  houses  are  suitable  and  eligible  for 
improvement  on  these  lines.  The  Housing  Act  of  1964  enables 
local  authorities  to  declare  “Improvement  Areas”  in  which- the 
owners  of  houses  which  lack  the  standard  amenities  can  be  required 
to  provide  them  with  the  aid  of  Council  grants.  It  is  hoped  that 
before  long  the  district  can  be  surveyed  with  a view  to  deciding 
which  of  the  town’s  houses  can  be  dealt  with  in  this  way. 


The  Department’s  duties  in  connection  with  enforcing  essential 
repairs  to  private  houses  have  continued.  As  in  previous  years 
this  has  been  done  wherever  possible  by  informal  action  under 
the  Public  Health  Acts,  statutory  notices  being  served  only  as  a 
last  resort.  This  work  takes  up  a great  deal  of  time,  requiring 
visits  and  revisits  to  the  properties  concerned  and  correspondence 
and  interviews  with  owners  and  contractors.  There  were  fewer 
housing  complaints  received,  no  doubt  due  to  the  clearance  of  unfit 
houses  and  the  increasing  proportion  of  owner/occupied  houses. 


Difficulties  in  finding  contractors  willing  to  tackle  small  repair 
jobs  continue,  and  delays  in  getting  repairs  done  are  often  the 
fault  of  the  property  repairer  rather  than  the  property  owner. 

Housing  statistics  for  the  year  1964  are  given  in  Tables  3 and 

4. 


TABLE  3 

1.  Number  of  new  dwellings  erected  during  the  year:  — 

Houses  Flats 


(i)  By  the  local  authority  53  Nil 

(ii)  By  other  local  authorities  Nil  Nil 

(iii)  By  other  bodies  or  persons 9 Nil 


2.  Total  number  of  Council-owned  dwellings  existing  at  the 
end  of  the  year  


3382 
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3.  Inspections  of  dwellings  during  the  year:  — 

(i)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwellings  inspected  formally 

or  informally  for  housing  defects  (under  Public 


Health  or  Housing  Acts)  450 

(b)  No,  of  inspections,  formal  or  informal,  made 

for  the  purpose  1225 

(c)  No.  of  dwellings  in  (a)  above  found  to  be  not 

in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habita- 
tion but  capable  of  being  rendered  fit  164 


(ii)  Total  number  of  dwellings  existing  at  end  of  year 
which  were  unfit  for  human  habitation  and  not 
capable  at  reasonable  expense  of  being  rendered  fit 
and  in  respect  of  which — 

(a)  Demolition,  Clearance  or  Closing  Orders  have 


been  made  (at  any  time)  217 

(b)  Demolition,  Clearance  or  Closing  Orders  have 

not  yet  been  made  146 


4.  Houses  Demolished:  — 

Displaced 

In  Clearance  Areas: 

Houses 

Demolished 

during  year 
Persons  Families 

(i)  Houses  unfit  for  human  habi- 
tation   

25 

64 

23 

(ii)  Houses  included  by  reason  of 
bad  cirrangement,  etc 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

(iii)  Houses  on  land  acquired 
under  Section  43(2),  Hous- 
ing Act,  1957  

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Not  in  Clearance  Areas: 

(iv)  As  a result  of  formal  or  in- 
formal procedure  under 

Section  17(1),  Housing  Act, 
1957  

3 

1 

1 

(v)  Local  Authority  owned 

houses  certified  unfit  by  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  ... 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

(vi)  Houses  unfit  for  human  habi- 
tation where  action  has  been 
taken  imder  local  Acts  

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

(vii)  Unfit  houses  included  in  Un- 
fitness Orders  

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 
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Displaced 

Unfit  Houses  Closed:  — 

during  year 

Number 

Persons  Families 

(i) 

Under  Sections  16(4),  17(1) 

and  35(1)  Housing  Act,  1957 

2 

8 

2 

(ii) 

Under  Sections  17(3)  and  26 

Housing  Act,  1957  

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

(iii) 

Parts  of  buildings  closed 

under  Section  18,  Housing 

Act,  1957  

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Unfit  Houses  Made  Fit  and  Houses 

By  Owner 

By  Local 
Authority 

IN  WHICH  Defects  were  Remedied:  — 

(i)  After  informal  action  by  local 
authority  

138 

(ii)  After  formal  notice  under — 

(a)  Public  Health  Acts  

Nil 

Nil 

(b)  Sections  9 and  16,  Housing 
Act,  1957  

Nil 

Nil 

(iii)  Under  Section  24,  Housing  Act, 
1957  

Nil 

Unfit  Houses  in  Temporary  Use 
(Housing  Act,  1957):  — 

Number  of 
Houses 
(1) 

No.  of  separate 
dwellings  con- 
tained in  col.  ( 1 ) 
(2) 

Position  at  end  of  year: 

(i)  Retained  for  temporary  accommo- 
dation— 

(a)  Under  Section  48  

Nil 

Nil 

(b)  Under  Section  17(2)  

Nil 

Nil 

(c)  Under  Section  46  

Nil 

Nil 

(ii)  Licensed  for  temporary  occupation 
under  Sections  34  or  53  

Nil 
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8.  Purchase  of  Houses  by  Agreement:  — 


No.  of  occupants 
Number  of  of  houses  in 
Houses  column  (1) 

(1)  (2) 


Houses  in  Clearajice  Areas  other  than 
those  included  in  confirmed  Clearance 
Orders  or  Compulsory  Purchase  Orders, 
purchased  during  the  year 


9.  Housing  Act,  1949,  and  Housing 
(Financial  Provisions)  Act,  1958 — 
Improvement  Grants,  Etc.:  — 

Action  during  year: 

(i)  Submitted  by  private  individuals 

to  local  authority  

(ii)  Approved  by  local  authority  

(iii)  Submitted  by  local  authority  to 

Ministry 

(iv)  Finally  approved  by  Ministry 

(v)  Work  completed  

(vi)  Additional  separate  dwellings  in- 
cluded in  (v)  above  


10.  House  Purchase  and  Housing  Act, 
1959  AND  Housing  Acts,  1961  and  1964 
— Standard  Grants:  — 


21 

58 

No  of  dwelling  houses 
or  other  buildings 
affected  in  schemes  of — 

Private  bodies 
or  individuals 

Local 

Authority 

5 

5 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

5 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

No.  of  dwellings 
or  other  buildings 
affected 


Action  during  year: 

(i)  Applications  submitted  to  local 
authority  for  improvement  to  full 
standard  

(ii)  Applications  approved  by  local 

authority  for  improvement  to 
reduced  standard  

(iii)  Total  applications  approved  by 

local  authority  

(iv)  Work  completed  


47 


Nil 

46 

46 


TABLE  4. 
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CARAVANS 

Itinerant  scrap  dealers  and  similar  caravan  dwellers  again 
caused  the  Department  a great  deal  of  work.  These  people  settled 
on  four  different  sites  in  the  town  on  twelve  occasions  during  the 
year,  without  permission  and  with  no  facilities  for  water  supply, 
sanitary  accommodation  or  waste  disposal.  The  Public  Health 
Inspectors  are  authorised  by  the  Council  to  remove  these  caravans 
from  land  owned  by  the  Corporation,  and  a towing  vehicle  has 
been  specially  adapted  for  this  purpose,  but  this  cannot  be  done 
where  the  caravans  are  on  privately-owned  land,  in  which  case  the 
responsibility  falls  on  the  landowner  concerned.  Once  the  caravan- 
ners are  allowed  to  settle  in  it  is  extremely  difficult  to  get  them  to 
move  off,  even  when  warned  by  the  Police,  and  they  quickly  cause 
offence  to  surrounding  residents  by  continually  asking  for  water, 
fouling  adjoining  land  and  generally  giving  rise  to  nuisance. 


It  was  hoped  that  an  answer  to  this  problem  would  emerge 
from  consultations  held  some  time  ago  between  the  Council  and 
the  Lancashire  County  Council.  The  County  Coimcil  were  con- 
sidering whether  there  was  a need  to  set  up  permanent  caravan 
sites  in  various  parts  of  the  County,  but  they  have  now  decided 
not  to  proceed  with  the  matter  and  the  problem  remains  one  for 
the  individual  local  authorities  concerned.  One  can  see  no  real 
solution  until  either  the  plots  of  land  used  by  caravanners  are 
developed  or  access  to  them  is  stopped  up  by  fencing  or  similar  ob- 
structions. 

As  in  previous  years,  several  sites  in  the  Borough  were  used 
for  parking  showmen's  caravans,  mostly  during  the  winter  months. 
This  type  of  caravan  has  been  accommodated  in  the  town  for  many 
years,  and  although  the  showmen  provide  themselves  with  basic 
sanitary  facilities  and  cause  no  real  nuisance  the  sites  are  close  to 
water  mains  and  public  sewers  and  there  is  no  valid  reason  why 
they  should  not  have  proper  water  closets  and  waste  disposal 
arrangements  instead  of  the  insanitary  pail  closets  which  are  used 
at  present. 


CLEAN  AIR 

Not  much  progress  in  cleaning  the  air  over  Fam worth  can  be 
reported  for  1964.  As  was  stated  in  the  1963  Report,  the  Council’s 
proposal  to  make  the  Borough’s  first  Smoke  Control  Ofder,  covering 
the  Plodder  Lane  (South)  Area,  was  postponed  almost  at  the  last 
minute  because  of  doubts  about  smokeless  fuel  supplies.  This  un- 
certainty persisted  during  the  year  under  review.  However,  the 
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position  seems  now  to  be  coming  clearer,  and  one  gets  the  im- 
pression that  smokeless  fuels  will  not  be  in  such  short  supply  as 
had  at  one  time  been  feared.  A new  type  of  open-fire  smokeless 
fuel,  produced  by  the  National  Coal  Board,  is  coming  into  quantity 
production  and  deliveries  are  expected  to  be  available  fairly  soon 
on  a scale  sufficient  to  fill  any  deficiencies  in  the  supply  of  traditional 
smokeless  fuels.  The  performance  and  price  of  this  new  fuel,  how- 
ever, are  largely  unknown  quantities,  and  the  general  public  will 
need  to  be  satisfied  on  these  counts  before  accepting  the  fuel  as  a 
satisfactory  alternative  to  house  coal,  which  is  now  well  known  as 
the  major  cause  of  low-level  air  pollution. 

A step  in  the  right  direction  was  taken  when  the  Coimcil 
decided  during  the  year  that  the  heating  appliances  to  be  fitted  in 
137  new  Corporation  houses  would  be  of  a type  which  would  burn 
hard  coke — a smokeless  solid  fuel  in  plentiful  supply  at  a reasonable 
price.  Few  of  these  houses  are  yet  occupied,  and  so  it  remains  to 
be  seen  how  the  tenants  will  take  to  using  fuel  which  in  most  cases 
will  be  strange  to  them. 


No  serious  difficulties  were  encountered  during  the  year  from 
industrial  chimneys,  most  industrial  furnaces  having  been 
modernised  or  converted  to  operate  smokelessly.  Informal  smoke 
observations,  however,  were  made  on  a number  of  industrial 
chimneys,  particularly  those  which  have  in  the  past  produced  smoke 
in  excess  of  the  permitted  amount,  but  no  formal  action  was  found 
necessary.  Industrialists  have  learned  that  smoky  chimneys  mean 
inefficiency  and  waste;  when  this  truth  is  accepted  by  the  house- 
holder our  struggle  for  cleaner  air  will  be  easier. 


Daily  measurements  of  the  amount  of  pollution  in  the  atmos^ 
phere  have  been  taken  throughout  the  year  in  two  different  parts 
of  the  town.  One  of  the  two  measuring  instruments  was  re-sited 
in  July  from  Famworth  Grammar  School  to  the  Town  Hall.  Prior 
to  that  date,  daily  recordings  were  taken  by  Grammar  School 
students,  and  we  are  indebted  to  them  and  the  school  staff  for  their 
assistance  in  maintaining  and  reading  the  instrument  at  the  School 
since  it  was  installed  there  in  1958.  The  average  of  daily  readings 
at  the  two  sites  for  each  month  of  the  year  are  shown  in  Table  5, 
together  with  figures  for  four  previous  years. 

The  Council  is  one  of  27  local  authorities  in  the  South-East 
Lancashire  and  North  Cheshire  area  which  form  a Consultative 
Committee  for  the  investigation  of  atmospheric  pollution.  This 
Committee  provides  a central  pool  of  measuring  equipment  for 
the  use  of  its  constituent  members,  as  well  as  being  a useful  source 
of  information  about  the  Clean  Air  activities  and  experience  of 
other  Authorities. 


TABLE  5. 

ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION  BY  SMOKE  AND  SULPHUR 
MEASURED  BY  VOLUMETRIC  INSTRUMENTS 


Average  daily  amounts  of  pollution  in 
microgrammes  per  cubic  metre  of  air 


PERIOD 

Smoke 

Sulphur 

Grammar 

Avondale 

Grammar 

Avondale 

School  1 

Road 

School 

Road 

Month  January 

1960 

566 

520 

458 

332 

Month  February 

1960 

453 

410 

375 

323 

Month  March 

1960 

270 

270 

317 

237 

Month  April 

1960 

263 

238 

254 

197 

Month  May 

1960 

190 

220 

200 

223 

Month  June 

1960 

100 

140 

160 

117 

Month  July 

1960 

118 

102 

111 

90 

Month  August 

1960 

170 

166 

123 

130 

Month  September 

1960 

237 

261 

180 

166 

Month  October 

1960 

389 

420 

310 

304 

Month  November 

1960 

450 

392 

348 

318 

Month  December 

1960 

670 

616 

474 

480 

Year  Jan — Dec. 

1960 

323 

306 

276 

242 

Month  January 

1961 

480 

504 

366 

389 

Month  February 

1961 

340 

341 

287 

232 

Month  March 

1961 

350 

320 

294 

243 

Month  April 

1961 

265 

258 

225 

234 

Month  May 

1961 

186 

188 

174 

194 

Month  June 

1961 

108 

124 

128 

134 

Month  July 

1961 

99 

107 

92 

108 

Month  August 

1961 

114 

117 

125 

132 

Month  September 

1961 

188 

179 

124 

180 

Month  October 

1961 

253 

252 

200 

230 

Month  November 

1961 

N.A. 

484 

N.A. 

525 

Month  December 

1961 

848 

820 

1113 

1063 

Year  Jan — Dec. 

1961 

295 

308 

277 

309 

Month  January 

1962 

472 

324 

541 

563 

Month  February 

1962 

512 

500 

293 

443 

Month  March 

1962 

444 

620 

471 

626 

Month  April 

1962 

296 

300 

284 

260 

Month  May 

1962 

108 

188 

165 

240 

Month  June 

1962 

136 

140 

234 

211 

Month  July 

1962 

132 

200 

158 

253 

Month  August 

1962 

188 

116 

190 

190 

Month  September 

1962 

272 

220 

267 

264 

Month  October 

1962 

408 

384 

376 

394 

Month  November 

1962 

604 

528 

647 

506 

Month  December 

1962 

636 

560 

758 

684 

Year  Jan — Dec. 

1962 

351 

340 

365 

386 

Month  January 

1963 

592 

716 

743 

839 

Month  February 

1963 

448 

480 

475 

456 

Month  March 

1963 

384 

358 

393 

326 

Month  April 

1963 

288 

340 

296 

307 

Month  May 

1963 

124 

192 

216 

189 

Month  June 

1963 

96 

64 

no 

96 

Month  July 

1963 

136 

72 

100 

82 

Month  August 

1963 

112 

92 

133 

83 

Month  September 

1963 

204 

252 

241 

185 

Month  October 

1963 

246 

180 

241 

155 

Month  November 

1963 

328 

324 

313 

256 

Month  December 

1963 

346 

460 

369 

449 

Year  Jan — Dec. 

1963 

275 

294 

302 

285 

N.A.  No  figures  available. 
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TABLE  5.  (continued) 


Average  daily  amounts  of  pollution  in 
microgrammes  per  cubic  metre  of  air 


PERIOD 

Smoke 

Sulphur 

Grammar 

School 

Avondale 

Road 

Grammar 

School 

Avondale 

Road 

Month  January 

1964 

440 

546 

458 

343 

Month  February 

1964 

313 

325 

355 

300 

Month  March 

1964 

270 

335 

319 

311 

Month  April 

1964 

169 

202 

206 

189 

Month  May 

1964 

115 

90 

146 

125 

Month  June 

1964 

101 

126 

149 

110 

Month  July 

1964 

N.A. 

Town  Hall 

81 

N.A. 

Town  Hall 

114 

Month  August 

1964 

104 

91 

71 

106 

Month  September 

1954 

116 

132 

128 

115 

Month  October 

1964 

359 

322 

281 

263 

Month  November 

1964 

316 

402 

302 

267 

Month  December 

1964 

447 

431 

345 

387 

Year  Jan — Dec. 

1964 

250 

257 

251 

219 

N.A.  No  figures  available. 
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FOOD 


At  the  beginning  of  the  year  the  Department  was  fully  staffed 
and  it  was  hoped  that  if  that  position  continued  a sustained  effort 
could  be  made  to  catch  up  on  arrears  of  food  premises  inspections. 
Unhappily  this  was  not  to  be,  and  we  must  look  forward  to  better 
things  in  1965. 

Although  there  were  no  outbreaks  of  food-poisoning  in  the 
Borough  during  the  year — only  one  isolated  case  was  notified — the 
latest  figures  for  the  country  as  a whole  show  that  a steady  decline 
in  food-poisoning  incidence  each  year  since  1959  was  not  main- 
tained in  1963,  the  last  year  for  which  statistics  are  available: 


1959  1960  1961  1962  1963 

7,846  6,428  5,387  4,521  4,465 

16,600  13,700  12,750  9,696  13,104 


Food-poisoning 

Incidents 

Cases 

Deaths 


27  25  22  23  27 


It  is  as  well  to  remind  ourselves  occasionally  that  when  we 
eat  at  a restaurant  or  buy  meat  pies,  sausages,  cream  cakes  or 
similar  foods,  our  health  and  possibly  our  lives  are  literally  in  the 
hands  of  the  people  who  feed  us.  A septic  finger,  a skin  infection, 
or  a failure  to  wash  hands  after  visiting  the  toilet  could  have 
serious  consequences  in  a food  preparation  room  or  restaurant 
kitchen. 

As  a sequel  to  the  comments  made  in  this  section  of  last  year's 
Report  deprecating  the  common  practice  of  sticking  price  labels 
into  food,  it  was  interesting  to  read  of  court  proceedings  which 
took  place  during  the  year  when  a grocery  firm  alleged  to  have  sold 
a mouldy  meat  pie  claimed  that  the  infection  causing  the  mould 
had  been  introduced  into  the  pie  by  means  of  a spiked  price  ticket. 

Food  hawkers  seem  to  be  increasing  in  number  and  variety. 
The  Department  makes  every  effort  to  ensure  that  vehicles  used 
for  this  purpose,  and  places  where  the  hawkers  store  their  goods, 
are  kept  in  satisfactory  and  hygienic  condition. 

New,  more  effective  legislation  covering  the  hygienic  condition 
of  food  stalls  and  open  markets  which  was  anticipated  in  the  Report 
for  1963  has  not  yet  appeared.  When  it  does  materialise,  and 
when  the  Council’s  plans  for  town-centre  development  are  settled, 
we  can  look  forward  to  improvements  in  hygienic  conditions  in 
the  town's  thriving  market  area. 

Following  our  experiences  of  1963  when  more  than  the  usual 
number  of  complaints  were  dealt  with  in  connection  with  extraneous 
materials  found  in  food,  it  is  gratifying  to  report  that  in  the  year 
under  review  few  cases  of  this  kind  came  to  notice.  Foreign 
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matter  discovered  in  a loaf  of  bread  was  found  to  consist  of  lubri- 
cant from  bakery  machinery,  and  an  abnormal  smell  affecting  a 
bottle  of  fruit  drink  was  traced  to  contamination  of  the  bottle  with 
paraffin  which  had  not  been  thoroughly  removed  in  the  bottle- 
washing process.  An  interesting  case  concerned  mince-pies,  the 
pastry  of  which  was  alleged  by  the  complainant  to  be  mouldy. 
Laboratory  tests  showed  that  the  “ mould  " was  in  fact  metallic 
discolouration  derived  from  the  foil  container  in  which  the  pies 
were  baked.  All  complaints  of  this  kind  are  thoroughly  investi- 
gated by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  in  collaboration  with  officers 
of  the  County  Council  Food  and  Drugs  Authority. 

Perhaps  the  main  item  of  food  news  occurring  during  1964  was 
the  outbreak  of  typhoid  fever  in  Aberdeen,  and  its  apparent  con- 
nection with  imported  canned  corned  beef.  This  outbreak  received 
nation-wide  publicity,  and  drew  public  attention  in  dramatic  fashion 
to  the  dangers  attendant  upon  faulty  methods  of  processing  and 
handling  food.  In  every  Health  Department  throughout  the 
country  the  incident  gave  rise  to  a period  of  intense  activity  by 
Public  Health  Inspectors,  visiting  food  shops,  warehouses  and 
factories,  inspecting  stocks  of  corned  beef  and  tracing  their  origin, 
and  advising  food  traders  on  measures  to  be  taken  to  prevent  any 
possibility  of  infected  tins  being  put  on  sale  or  taken  into  use. 
Fortunately,  of  the  many  hundreds  of  tins  of  corned  beef  held  in 
stock  in  the  Borough,  none  were  found  to  have  come  from  the 
South  American  factory  where  the  outbreak  v/as  thought  tO'  have 
originated,  although  a number  of  suspected  tins  were  withdrawn 
from  sale  and  arrangements  made  for  them  to  be  returned  to  the 
shippers  to  be  dealt  with  in  accordance  with  Ministry  of  Health 
instructions.  The  findings  of  the  Government  Committee  of  In- 
quiry into  the  cause  of  the  outbreak  were  published  at  the  end  of 
the  year.  The  Committee's  conclusions  and  recommendations  are 
of  great  interest  to  public  health  workers  and  food  manufacturers; 
they  will  be  regarded  as  an  important  contribution  towards  pre-  ' 
venting  similar  outbreaks  in  the  future  and  as  a valuable  guide 
to  the  effective  control  of  food-poisoning  generally.  It  is  con- 
sidered that  the  Committee's  findings  provide  ample  jurtification 
for  the  condemnation  of  all  canned  foods  in  doubtful  condition^ — a 
practice  which  the  Department  has  alvv^ays  adopted. 

During  the  year  further  extensive  alterations  and  improvements 
were  completed  by  a large  bakery  firm  in  the  Borough.  The 
bakery  is  now  equipped  almost  entirely  with  modem  machinery  in 
up-to-date  premises.  The  need  for  constant  vigilance  remains, 
however,  if  a high  standard  of  food  purity  and  quality  is  to  be 
maintained.  The  human  element  is  notoriously  unreliable,  and 
even  large-scale  automation  cannot  eliminate  personal  contact  with 
food.  For  example,  one  should  not  have  to  find  a piece  of  pencil 
in  an  article  of  food  before  making  sure  that  all  pencils  used  in 
the  food  factory  are  tied  to  the  tables  on  which  they  are  used. 
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Apart  from  human  failings,  mechcuiical  breakdowns  are  not  un- 
common and  unless  an  expert  watch  is  kept  oji  all  aspects  of  a 
food  process  from  start  to  finish  serious  mistakes  can  occur.  This 
situation  is  being  tackled  in  more  and  more  of  the  larger  food 
factories  by  the  employment  of  responsible  and  trained  st^  whose 
sole  duty  is  to  follow  the  operation  of  food  processing  systems  and 
to  advise  managements  on  hygienic  requirements  as  they  apply  to 
the  buildings,  plant  and  personnel  concerned.  There  is  scope  for 
much  wider  application  of  this  system. 

During  the  year  the  Department  had  to  arrange  for  the  con- 
demnation and  disposal  of  a large  quantity  of  breakfast  cereal 
which  had  been  rendered  unfit  for  consumption  by  flood  damage. 
Details  of  all  foodstuffs  surrendered  to  the  Riblic  Health  Inspectors 
and  destroyed  after  being  examined  and  rejected  as  unfit  for 
human  consumption  are  cLs  follows: 

Tinned  foods  2610  lbs. 

Frozen  foods  59  lbs. 

Other  foods  5799  lbs. 

The  number  of  food  premises  in  the  Borough,  in  various 
categories,  is  shown  iji  Table  6. 

Under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955,  the  Lancashire  Coimty 
Council  acts  as  the  Food  and  Drugs  Authority  for  the  Farnworth 
district.  Officers  of  the  County  Health  Depai'tment  are  responsible 
for  enforcing  the  provisions  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  relating 
to  adulteration  and  labelling  of  food,  and  these  officers  in  collabora- 
tion with  the  local  Health  Department  take  samples  of  food  and 
drugs  throughout  the  district  and  arrange  for  them  to  be  analysed, 
taking  appropriate  action  when  contraventions  of  the  law  are  dis- 
covered. Particulars  of  samples  taken  during  the  year,  together 
with  the  results  of  analysis,  are  given  in  Table  7. 

The  Food  and  Drugs  Act  requires  premises  used  for  the 
preparation  or  manufacture  of  certain  preserved  foods  to  be 
registered  with  the  Borough  Council.  At  the  end  of  1964  there 
v/ere  29  of  these  premises  registered. 
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TABLE  6. 

NUMBER  OF  FOOD  PREMISES  IN  DISTRICT  AT  THE 


END  OF  1964 

Type  of  Business  No. 


General  grocers  and  provision  dealers  103 

Greengrocers  and  fruiterers  (including  those  selling  wet 

fish,  game,  etc.)  27 

Fishmongers  (including  those  selling  poultry,  game,  etc.)  3 

Meat  shops  (butchers,  purveyors  of  cooked  and  preserved 

meats,  tripe,  etc.)  42 

Bakers  and/or  confectioners  37 

Fried  fish  shops  23 

Shops  selling  mainly  sugar  confectionery,  minerals,  ice- 
cream, etc.  26 

Licensed  premises,  clubs,  canteens,  restamrants,  cafes, 

snack  bars  and  similar  catering  establishments  ...  90 


TABLE  7. 

ADULTERATION  OF  FOOD 
FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955 


Particulars  of  samples  taken  during  the  year  1964 : — 


Milk  99 

Other  articles  45 


The  45  other  articles  comprised:  — 


3 Flour  confectionery  1 

2 Canned  pudding  2 

4 Canned  fish  2 

3 Canned  meat  1 

1 Boned  chicken  in  jelly,  canned  1 

2 Sterilised  dairy  cream  1 

1 Peanut  butter  1 

1 Milk,  condensed,  full  cream,  2 

unsweetened  1 

2 Ice-cream  1 

1 Fruit  curd  1 

1 Milk,  dried  (full  cream)  1 

1 Aludrox 

1 Margarine  1 

1 Plain  flour  1 

1 Apple  puree,  canned  1 

1 Desiccated  coconut  1 


Self  raising  flour 
Canned  fruit 
Bacon 

Canned  vegetables 

Ground  ginger 

Cheese  spread  with  shrimp 

Syrup 

Sweets 

Table  jelly 

Snack  meal,  canned 

Semolina 

Milk,  dried,  modified  (baby 
food) 

Sugar 

Mineral  water 
Seidlitz  powders 
Boric  acid  powder  B.P. 
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Details  are  given  below  of  those  samples  upon  which  the 
County  Analyst  gave  adverse  reports: 


Type  of  Sample 
1 Informal  milk 


Results  of  Analysis  Action  taken 

Contained  0.03  international  units  Dairy  informed, 
penicillin  per  ml. 


1 Informal  milk 


Freezing  point  indicated  5.4% 
extraneous  water. 


Further  sample 
taken. 


1 Informal  milk 


Freezing  point  indicated  1.6%  Dairy  cautioned, 
extraneous  water.  Further  sample  ob- 

tained. 


1 Fish,  canned 


Can  unlabelled,  i.e.  no  name  of  Vendor  cautioned. 

the  food,  no  name  and  address  of 

packer  or  seller  (or  his  trade 

mark)  and  no  net  weight  of  the 

food. 


1 Meat,  canned 


Contents  of  newly  opened  can 
possessed  unpleasant  odour. 


Further  sample 
submitted  for 

bacteriological 
examination. 


1 Formal  Channel 
Islands  milk 


Fat  3.60%,  deficient  8.7%  fat.  Vendor  cautioned 

and  further  sample 
obtained. 


1 Mineral  water.  Contained  14  mgms.  of  a volatile  Packers  cautioned-, 
part  filled  bottle,  hydrocarbon  of  the  nature  of 
paraffin  in  the  contents  of  the 
bottle  and  the  rubber  ring  liner 
to  the  stopper. 


1 Informal  milk 


Contained  0.1  international  units  Dairy  informed, 
penicillin  per  ml. 


HAWKERS 

There  were  six  names  on  the  register  of  Hawkers  at  the  end 
of  1964,  two  new  registrations  being  made  during  the  year. 

MILK 

The  issue  of  licences  to  produce  or  sell  milk  is  a County 
Council  responsibility,  but  the  Borough  Council  retains  the  duty  to 
keep  a register  of  all  milk  distributors  in  the  district.  At  the  end 
of  the  year  there  were  165  distributors  on  the  register. 

Milk  samples  for  bacteriological  and  chemical  examination  are 
taken  from  farms  and  dairies  by  officers  of  the  County  Council  and 
the  Ministry  of  Agriculture. 
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ICE  CREAM 

Premises  used  for  the  manufacture,  storage  or  sale  of  ice- 
cream have  to  be  registered  with  the  local  authority  under  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act  of  1955.  At  the  end  of  1964  the  numbers 


registered  were  as  follows: 

Manufacturers  2 

Dealers  123 


SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS  AND  MEAT  INSPECTION 



Slaughtering  of  cattle  ajid  sheep  continued  regularly  through- 
out the  year  at  the  one  licensed  private  slaughterhouse  in  the 
Borough.  The  number  of  animals  killed  shows  a substantial  in- 
crease over  1963 — 1,536  compared  with  1,232.  Most  of  the  increase 
was  due  to  more  cattle  being  slaughtered,  but  fortunately  this  did 
not  result  in  any  lowering  in  the  standard  of  quality;  all  animals 
slaughtered  were  of  good  quality  and  little  evidence  of  disease  was 
found.  No  tuberculosis  was  discovered  in  any  of  the  carcases  or 
organs  examined. 

In  accordance  with  the  Meat  Inspection  Regulations  which 
came  into  operation  in  1963  all  carcases  and  organs  from  animals 
slaughtered  during  the  year  were  inspected  at  the  time  of  slaughter 
or  as  soon  as  possible  afterwards,  and  all  carcases  were  marked  by 
the  inspecting  officer.  As  in  previous  years  co-operation  between 
the  slaughterhouse  occupier  and  the  Inspectors  resulted  in  only 
small  amounts  of  meat  inspection  work  having  to  be  done  outside 
normal  working  hours. 

Eight  persons  had  their  licences  to  slaughter  animals  renewed 
and  one  new  licence  was  issued  during  the  year.  Details  of  animals 
slaughtered  and  the  incidence  of  disease  are  given  in  Table  8. 

For  a short  period  in  October  the  Department  had  no  qualified 
Inspectors  available  for  meat  inspection  duties,  and  we  are  indebted 
to  a colleague  from  a neighbouring  Authority  who  willingly  re- 
sponded to  our  call  for  assistance  and  so  ensured  the  continuity  of 
this  vital  Public  Health  Service. 

An  incident  occurring  in  June  is  worth  noting.  A cow  sent  in 
to  the  slaughterhouse  was  suspected  of  being  affected  by  lead  poison- 
ing. Post-mortem  inspection  showed  no  definite  indications  to  con- 
firm this,  but  samples  of  the  carcase  and  organs  were  submitted  for 
chemical  analysis,  and  this  showed  a lead  content  sufficient  to 
justify  condemnation  of  the  whole  carcase. 
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TABLE  8. 

SLAUGHTER  OF  ANIMALS 
Carcases  inspected  and  incidence  of  disease 


Cattle 

exclud- 

ing 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed  

599 

14 

Nil 

923 

Nil 

Number  inspected 

599 

14 

Nil 

923 

Nil 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis  and 
Cysticercosis 

Whole  carcases  condemned  ... 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

8 

Nil 

Nil 

12 

Nil 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  disease  other  than 
tuberculosis  and  cysticercosis 

1.3 

7.1 

Nil 

1.3 

Nil 

Tuberculosis  only:  — 

Whole  carcases  condemned  ... 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  tuberculosis  ... 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Cysticercosis: — 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Carcases  submitted  to  treatment  by 
refrigeration  ... 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Generalised  and  totally  condemned... 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 
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WATER  SUPPLY 

Every  house  in  the  town  has  a piped  supply  of  mains  water 
which  is  supplied  by  Bolton  Corporation.  The  water  is  derived 
from  upland  gathering  grounds  and  is  filtered  and  treated  before 
going  into  supply.  It  is  soft  in  nature  and  satisfactory  in  quality 
and  quantity. 

Normally,  samples  of  both  raw  and  filtered  water  are  regularly 
subjected  to  full  bacteriological  examination  and  chemical  analysis. 
Special  examinations  cmd  analyses  ai*e  made  as  circumstances  re- 
quirer  During  1964,  538  samples  of  raw  water  were  subjected  to 
bacteriological  examination  and  partial  analysis  and  24  to  full 
chemical  analysis  in  the  statutory  area  of  supply.  In  addition, 
1,723  samples  of  filtered  and  treated  water  received  bacteriological 
examination  and  partial  chemical  analysis  and  38  full  chemical 
analysis.  Results  showed  that  the  filtered  and  treated  water  was 
of  a satisfactory  quality.  Of  all  the  samples  tested  3%  were  found 
to  be  unsatisfactory  and  these  were  due  mostly  to  abnormal  heavy 
rainfall  and  flooding  in  the  latter  part  of  the  year. 

No  special  action  was  required  to  be  taken  in  respect  of  any 
form  of  contamination.  From  tests  made  the  water  Was  shown  to 
have  no  significant  plumbo-solvency  action. 

The  public  water  mains  afforded  a direct  supply  to  a popula- 
tion of  approximately  26,850  living  in  Famworth.  No'  supply 
was  afforded  to  dwelling-houses  by  standpipe. 

During  the  year  an  additional  134  yards  of  4in.  diameter  water 
main  were  laid  to  new  houses,  and  81  yards  of  3in.  diameter  water 
main  were  laid  to  existing  houses  within  the  Borough. 


PUBLIC  BATHS 

The  highest  number  of  people  on  record  were  admitted  to  the 
Baths  during  the  year.  Admissions  to  the  plunge  numbered 
103,245  and  11,512  slipper  baths  were  taken,  a total  of  114,757. 

Water  for  the  pool  is  supplied  from  the  town's  mains  and  is 
subjected  to  a process  of  continuous  filtration  and  chlorination. 
Regular  tests  are  made  to  ensure  a satisfactory  residusd  chlorine 
content  and  pH  value,  and  samples  of  water  from  the  pool  are 
also  taken  for  bacteriological  examination. 
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SANITARY  ACCOMMODATION 

Almost  every  house  in  the  town  has  its  own  water  closet.  The 
number  of  waste  water  closets  was  further  reduced  during  the  year 
from  6 to  3. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  following  types  of  sanitary  accom- 


modation were  in  use:  — 

Pail  closets  3 

Waste  water  closets  3 

Fresh  water  closets  10,520  (est) 


The  pail  closets  are  at  farms,  where  connection  to  the  sewer 
is  for  one  reason  or  another  impracticable.  There  cire  a number 
of  pail  closets  not  included  in  the  above  figures  which  are  used  in 
connection  with  the  various  caravan  sites  in  the  town. 


REFUSE  COLLECTION  AND  DISPOSAL 

The  Borough’s  Cleansing  services  are  under  the  control  of 
the  Borough  Surveyor.  About  10,560  dustbins  are  emptied  weekly 
by  three  teams  of  collectors,  the  contents  being  disposed  of  by 
controlled  tipping. 


SEWERAGE 

Virtually  all  buildings  in  the  town  are  connected  to  the  sewer- 
age system.  Some  sewers  are  old  and  defective,  others  are  over- 
loaded, and  some  parts  of  the  system  have  been  aiffected  by  sub- 
sidence. An  extensive  programme  is  under  consideration  for  the 
reconstruction  of  all  main  sewers  in  the  Borough. 


DRAINAGE 

Apart  from  sewerage  and  drainage  works  to  new  Council 
houses,  which  are  dealt  with  by  the  Borough  Surveyor’s  Depart- 
ment, all  new  drainage  works  and  alterations  to  existing  drains 
were  inspected  by  the  Health  Department  during  the  year.  When- 
ever possible  drains  were  tested  before  being  covered. 

The  number  of  nuisances  traced  to  defective  and  badly  con- 
structed drains  emphasises  the  need  to  maintain  a high  standard 
of  drainage  inspection. 
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PUBLIC  CONVENIENCES 

No  real  improvement  in  the  condition  of  the  town's  public 
conveniences  can  be  reported.  There  is  jio  provision  for  hand- 
washing in  any  of  the  conveniences,  and  the  facilities  available 
are  very  rudimentary.  Vandalism  and  wilful  damage  to  build- 
ings and  fittings  are  commonplace,  and  in  these  circumstances  it  is 
surprising  that  so  few  complaints  are  received  from  users.  Is  this 
because  the  general  public  have  come  to  accept  the  low  standards 
offered  to  them  for  so  many  years  ? It  is  significant  that  when 
complaints  do  come  in  they  are  usually  from  people  travelling 
through  the  town. 

Not  for  the  first  time  it  is  urged  that  at  least  one  modem 
convenience  with  modem  amenities  ought  to  be  provided  in  the 
town  centre. 


DISINFESTATION 

From  time  to  time  during  the  year  infestations  of  insects  were 
found  in  domestic  and  industrial  buildings.  They  were  dealt  with 
efficiently  by  the  use  of  chemical  insecticides. 


RODENT  CONTROL 

Many  visits  are  made  each  year  to  houses,  shops  and  factories 
by  the  Department's  Rodent  Operative  to  deal  with  infestations 
of  rats  or  mice.  Poisoning  and  trapping  methods  are  used.  The 
Rodent  Operative's  visits  are  often  followed  up  by  a Public  Health 
Inspector  so  that  drainage  defects  and  other  sources  of  rodents  can 
be  investigated  and  action  taken  to  have  them  put  right. 

The  main  source  of  rats  is  the  town's  sewer  system,  and  it 
becomes  apparent  as  the  years  go  by  that  the  amount  of  work  done 
to  destroy  rats  in  the  sewers  by  poison  treatment  is  barely  sufficient 
to  prevent  an  increase  in  numbers.  New  and  efficient  poisons  are 
now  available,  and  it  is  hoped  to  start  a more  vigorous  attack  on 
the  sewers  which  should  substantially  reduce  the  rat  population. 
This  in  turn  will  reduce  the  number  of  surface  infestations. 
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Details  of  inspections  and  treatments  carried  out  by  the  Rodent 
Operative  during  1964  are  given  in  Table  9. 

TABLE  9. 

RODENT  CX)NTROL 
Action  during  the  year  1964 


Type  of 

Property 

Dwelling 

houses 

Agri- 

cultural 

All 

Others 

Total 

Number  of  properties  in 
the  district 

8941 

5 

1694 

10,640 

Number  of  properties 
inspected 

511 

Nil 

133 

644 

Total  inspections  carried 
out  (including 
re-inspections) 

720 

Nil 

152 

872 

Number  of  properties 
inspected  which  were 
found  to  be  infested 
by:- 

Rats ; 

306 

Nil 

88 

394 

Mice  : 

82 

Nil 

19 

101 

Number  of  infested 
properties  treated 

388 

Nil 

107 

495 

Total  treatments  carried 
out  (including 
re-treatments) 

490 

Nil 

190 

680 

FACTORIES 

The  Register  of  Factories,  as  required  to  be  kept  by  the 
Factories  Acts,  contains  the  addresses  of  124  factories.  Of  these 
120  are  provided  with  mechanical  power. 

The  prescribed  particulars  on  the  administration  of  the 
Factories  Acts,  as  requested  by  the  Ministry  of  Labour,  are  to  be 
found  in  Table  10. 
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TABLE  10. 

FACTORIES  ACT,  1961 
PART  I OF  THE  ACT 


1.  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (includ- 
ing inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors)  during  1964. 


Number  of 

Premises 

(1) 

Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Inspect- 

ions 

(3) 

Written 

notices 

(4) 

Occu- 

piers 

prosecu- 

ted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections  1,2, 

3,4,  and  6 are  to  be  enforced  by 
Local  Authorities 

4 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 

which  Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 

120 

29 

Nil 

Nil 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which  Section 

7 is  enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority  (excluding  outworkers’ 
premises)  ... 

4 

8 

Nil 

Nil 

Total 

128 

37 

Nil 

Nil 

2 — Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found. 


Number  of  cases 
were 

in  which  defects 
found 

Number  of 
cases  in 
which  pros- 

Particulars 

(1) 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

Refe 
To  H.M. 
Inspector 
(4) 

rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 
(5) 

ecutions 

were 

instituted 

(6) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

• Nil 

Nil 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Unreasonable  temperature 
(S.3) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Inadequate 

ventilation  (S.4) 

Nil 

1 Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Ineffective  drainage  of 

floors  (S.6) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Sanitary  Conven- 
iences (S.7) 

(a)  Insufficient  ... 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 

1 

defective 

1 

1 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

(c)  Not  separate  for 

sexes 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including  offen- 
ces relating  to  Out-work) 

Nil 

i Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Total  ... 

1 

i 1 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

3.  Outwork  (Sections  133  and  134) 


Section  133 

Section  134 

Nature 

of 

work 

No.  of  out- 
workers in 
August  list 
required 
by  Section 
133  (1)  (c) 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default  in 
sending 
lists  to  the 
Council 

No.  of 
prosecut- 
ions for 
failure  to 
supply 
lists 

No.  of 
instances 
of  work  in 
unwhole- 
some 
premises 

Notices 

served 

Prose- 

cutions 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

Making 

of 

paper 

hats 

2 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 
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PET  SHOPS 

Before  these  premises  are  registered,  as  they  must  be  under 
the  provisions  of  the  Pet  Animals  Act,  1951,  they  are  inspected 
and  the  co-operation  of  the  R.S.P.C.A.  is  sought  where  appro- 
priate. All  the  registered  Pet  shops  were  visited  at  the  beginning 
of  the  winter  and  the  occupiers  were  reminded  of  the  need  to 
provide  adequate  warmth  for  smimals  and  birds,  particularly  in 
lock-up  premises.  There  are  five  registered  Pet  Shops  in  the 
Borough. 


OFFICES  AND  SHOPS 

During  the  year  the  Offices,  Shops  and  Railway  Premises  Act 
of  1963  came  into  operation.  This  Act  makes  provision  for  the 
health,  welfare  and  safety  of  workers  in  offices,  shops  and  similar 
places  of  employment. 

The  first  duty  of  the  Department  towards  securing  compliance 
with  the  requirements  of  the  Act  was  to  compile  a register  of  all 
the  premises  concerned.  This  was  completed  by  the  end  of  the 
year,  and  contained  the  addresses  of  251  different  premises. 
Many  of  these  probably  already  comply  with  the  provisions  of  the 
Act,  but  a formidable  task  lies  ahead  in  carrying  out  inspections 
and  taking  action  to  make  good  any  deficiencies  found.  Present 
demands  on  existing  staff  preclude  a full-scale  approach  to  this 
additional  work. 

Details  of  the  number  of  premises  registered  and  the  number 
of  persons  employed  are  given  in  Tables  11  and  12. 
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TABLE  11. 

OFFICES,  SHOPS  AND  RAILWAY  PREMISES  ACT,  1963 


Offices 

Retail 

shops 

Whole- 

sale 

shops, 

ware- 

houses 

Catering 
establishments 
open  to  public, 
canteens 

Fuel 

storage 

depots 

Number  of  registered 
premises  at  end  of  year. 

43 

163 

15 

28 

2 

Number  of  registered 
premises  receiving  a 

general  inspection  during 
the  year. 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Number  of  exemptions 
current  at  end  of  year: 

Space  (S.5.(2)  ) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Temperature  (S.6) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Sanitary  conveniences 
(S.9) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Washing  facilities 

(S.IO) 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

TABLE  12. 


Analysis  of  Persons  employed  in  Registered  Premises  by  Workplace 


Class  of  workplace 

Number  of 
persons  employed 

Offices 

265 

Retail  Shops 

643 

Wholesale  departments,  warehouses 

97 

Catering  establishments  open  to  public 

200 

Canteens 

10 

Fuel  storage  depots  ...  

26 

Total 

1241 

Total  Males 

514 

Total  Females 

727 
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STAFF 

The  Department  was  under-staffed  for  nine  months  of  the  year. 
One  of  the  two  Additional  Public  Health  Inspectors  resigned  in 
March  and  had  not  been  replaced  by  the  end  of  the  year.  The 
second  Additional  Inspector  left  in  October  and  until  he  was  re- 
placed two  months  later  only  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
and  the  pupil  were  on  duty.  In  these  circumstances  it  was  in- 
evitable that  some  work  had  to  be  held  over  and  available  staff 
concentrated  on  the  more  essential  duties  which  could  not  be  put  off. 

The  pupil  Public  Health  Inspector  completed  the  first  of  his 
four  years  of  training  in  June. 

Alterations  were  made  during  the  year  to  the  Health  Depart- 
ment offices.  Although  this  resulted  in  a reduction  in  the  total 
amount  of  floor  space  occupied  by  the  Department,  re-arrangement 
of  staff  within  the  offices  allov/ed  the  space  available  to  be  used  to 
better  advantage.  The  alterations  have  greatly  improved  working 
conditions  for  both  clerical  and  technical  staff,  and  arrangements 
for  interviewing  members  of  the  public  are  also  better. 

A total  of  5,116  visits  were  made  by  the  Public  Health  In- 
spectors during  the  year.  Details  of  these  visits  are  shown  in 
Table  13. 


TABLE  13. 

VISITS  MADE  BY  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTORS  DURING 

1964 


PUBLIC  HEALTH 
Repair  of  houses 
Disinfestation 
Moveable  dwellings 
Accumulations  and  tips 
Waste  water  closets 
Drainage  visits 
Drain  tests 
Public  sewers 
Dustbins 

Keeping  of  animals  and  birds 
Infectious  disease 
Disinfection 
Water  supply 
Nuisances 
HOUSING 

Individual  unfit  houses 

Houses  in  Clearance  Areas 

Cleared  sites  or  demolition  in  progress 

Overcrowding 

Houses  in  multiple  occupation 
Improvement  Grants 
Housing  surveys 
FOOD  AND  DRUGS 
Slaughterhouses 
Meat  shops 
Fish  shops 
Grocers 
Greengrocers 
Bakehouses 
Dairies 
Milkshops 

Restaurants,  cafes  and  canteens 
Market  stalls 
Licensed  premises 
Food  Hygiene  Regulations 
Fried  fish  shops 
Ice  Cream  premises 
Inspection  of  unsound  food 
Other  food  visits 
FACTORIES 
Factories 
Outworkers 
Offices,  shops  etc. 

CLEAN  AIR  ACT 

Smoke  observations 
Industrial  air  pollution 
Domestic  air  pollution 
Smoke  Control  Areas 
Measurement  of  air  pollution 
MISCELLANEOUS 

Public  conveniences 
Public  Baths 
Rodent  control 
Schools 
Pet  shops 

Places  of  eutertainment 
Other  visits 


670 

77 

125 

101 

6 

460 

248 

37 

2 

19 

144 

8 

16 

178 


75 

253 

94 

1 

2 

117 

13 


375 

125 

6 

48 

9 

20 

4 

1 

38 

73 

10 

103 

17 

3 

83 

88 


29 

11 

102 


6 

73 

34 

20 

320 

7 

40 

549 

6 

6 

1 
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